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“Teach me to do thy will; for though art my God: (Psaims. 143:01)
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FELICITATION

Dearly beloved in Christ Jesus,
Greetings to you in the most glorious name of Christ Jesus our
Lord.

I am delighted that Church of God, Sharjah has faithfully
served the Lord for 30 years in diaspora. It is always gratifying to
see God s faithfulness and renewed mercies at work wherever we are.

Church of God, Kerala State, takes the delight in extend-
ing our warmest greetings on this gleeful occasion. It is assured
in the Lord that His plans are to prosper you and not to harm you,
to give you hope and a bright future. Rejoice as God is not unjust;
He will not forget your work and the love you have shown Him as
you have helped His people and continue to help them.

May this milestone renew your passion to pass on to the posterity
what you gained from the predecessors.

We once again congratulate you on this exuberant moment

and assure our continued prayers for the labour you endeavour

for the extension of His glorious kingdom. “May the LORD repay

you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the
LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take
refuge” and “I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in
you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ”.

Your generousness and prayers are always gratefully remembered.

Assuring our continued prayers.

Yours in HIS service,

Rev. C. C. Thomas
Overseer,

Church of God in India, Kerala State
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FELICITATION

It gives me great pleasure to know that this year, Church of God -
Sharjah is completing 30 years of its worship and service and that
a Souvenir is being brought out in February 2023, commemorat-
ing this auspicious occasion. It is noteworthy that from a humble
beginning, the Church of God - Sharjah has grown to be a vibrant
young Church. The selfless services by the servants of God who
labored there from time to time and the wholehearted cooperation
of the beloved believers have undoubtedly played a vital role for
the unprecedented growth.

This Church has been extending its helping hand to different
States and Regions in India, supporting various mission fields as
well as becoming a part of Charitable activities. We fondly remem-
ber that our Region is also greatly privileged to receive the precious
support and the sincere love of this Church on a regular basis.
“Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a well; his branches
run over the wall.” (Gen 49:22)

Every moment is a time to recall the goodness and the mer-
cies of God. While thanking God along with all the dear ones in
this Church for the faithfulness of God in past, we pray that the
Lord may continue to bless and help the Church to grow from
strength to strength in every aspect till the second coming of Jesus
Christ.

We express our felicitations and also thank God while we
remember the support Church of God — Sharjah has been provid-
ing to India’s mission and to Missions in Karnataka State.

With best wishes to the present Pastor - Pr. Sabu P Chandy,
Secretary - Bro. Binu N. Joy, Treasurer - Bro. Sajeev John, the Com-
mittee members, the office bearers of the different departments and

all brothers and sisters in the Church.

Pr. M. Kunjappy

State Overseer

COG Karnataka State




FELIGITATION

lt gives me immense joy to offer my greetings and congratulations, as you celebrate 30
years of faithfulness and favour of God upon the Church of God, Sharjah.

‘Pearl’ celebration not only speaks of God’s faithfulness and blessings, but it also
calls for a renewal of our commitments and service to the fulfilment of His purposes.

| am very excited to share with you my joy and remember the devotion and hard
work of the pioneers of this renowned church in equipping men and women for fruitful
ministry over the past years.

May this prayer of the Apostle Paul be always fulfilled in the ongoing ministry
of the Church of God, Sharjah, that out of His glorious riches, He may strengthen
you with power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith ...that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power,
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love
of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God. Now to Him who is able to do immeasurable more
than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, o Him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever!
Amen (Ephesians.3:16-21).

May God the Holy Spirit enable you to take Jesus, the light to the darkest places across
the Middle East — with anointing, excellence, courage and confidence.

With Blessings,

Rev. Dr. V.T. Abraham
Superintendent,
Malabar District Council of SIAG
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FELICITATION

| am so delighted to learn that the Church of God, Sharjah is
celebrating 30 years of its existence and ministry. It is praise-
worthy that God has been so gracious to the congregation
during these three decades, prospering the Church in every
area of its service to the Lord. The Church has been an in-
strument in bringing many people to the saving knowledge
of Jesus Christ, a spiritual home for thousands of expatriate
believers to enjoy the warmth of Christian fellowship, and
an arena for transacting talents through faithful stewardship.
The Church holds a clear vision for missions and uses the
resources to reach the unreached.

G K Chesterton said; “We do not want a church that will move
with the world. We want a Church that moves the world”. The

mission of the Church on this earth is to influence and impact

the world for God and His purpose, keeping its true identity

and sanctity.

On this joyous occasion, on behalf of the Church of God in
India, Central West Region, | congratulate the Pastor, council
and all the members for their commitment and service to the
body of Christ. Wish and pray that the Lord continue to pros-
per the Church and take it to new heights of service to the
Lord and His Kingdom.

Pr. Benison Mathai

Regional Overseer

COG Western Region

SOUVENIR - 1993 -2023




Y.PE. COMMITTEE

S.S. COMMITTEE

] [




L.M. COMMITTEE

MISSION FIELD

Br. Jerry Jose Sis. Pheba Sam Sis. Lisa Binu
English Worship English Worship Website



-
o
I
O
I
O
x
=)
I
O




-~

List of believers who attended the first meeting of
Church of God-Sharjah on 14th May 1993 at
Br. C.P. Varghese's residence in Sharjah

ﬁ 1. Pr.Jose George & Family 11.  Br. Thampi Samuel
. 2. Br.CP Varghese & Family 12. Br.Babu Joseph
3. Br.Mathew Thomas & Family 13. Br.James George
4. Br.Philip Chacko & Family 14. Br.Mony Varghese
5. Br.Thomas T Easow & Family 15. Sis. Aleyamma Mathew
6. Br.Thomas Cherian & Family 16. Sis. Ammini John
( 7. Br.Simon Philip 17. Sis.Jolly Rajan
| 8. Br.Georgekutty 18. Sis.Lizy George
.
9. Br.Mathew Philip 19. Sis.Saramma Joseph
10. Br.Rajan Samuel 20. Sis.Omana

SOUVENIR - 1993 - 2023 19 .
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CHURCH OF GOD - SHARJAH

LIST OF BELIEVERS WHO FINANCIALLY CONTRIBUTED
FOR THE UNION CHURCH BUILDING (PHASE-I) FROM
CHURCH OF GOD-SHARJAH.

Pr. Jose George & Family
Br. C.P. Varghese & Family
Br. Mathew Thomas & Family
Br. Philip Chacko & Family
Br. Thomas Cherian & Family
Br. Varghese Samuel & Family
Br. Alexander Varghese & Family
Br. Simon Philip & Family
Br. P.S. Abraham
Br. Vincent Abraham
Br. George Oommen
Br. Chacko Thomas
Sis. Aleyamma Mathew
Sis. Jolly Rajan
Sis. Ammini John

. 20 SOUVENIR - 1993 -2023
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CHURCH OF GOD - SHARJAH

LIST OF BELIEVERS WHO FINANCIALLY CONTRIBUTED FOR THE

UNION CHURCH BUILDING PHASE - 3 CONSTRUCTION.

1. Pr.Jose George 37 Br. Mathew P. George
2.  Br. Abraham Mathew ( Johnson) 38 Br. T.P. Paul

3.  Br. Abraham Mathew (Kunjumon) 39 Br. Paul Thomas (Bibbin)
4.  Br. Alexander Varghese 40 Br. Philip Chacko

5. Br. Anish John 41 Br. Philip Prasad

6.  Br. Baby Pappen 42 Br. Ninan C. John (Prasad)
7.  Br. Benny Varghese 43 Br. John Mathew (Reji)
8.  Br. Biju Yohannan 44 Br. Reny Abraham

9.  Br.BinuN. Joy 45 Br. Roshan Jayapal

10. Br. Blesson O. George 46 Br. Thomas Chacko (Sabu)
11. Br. David Mathew 47 Br. Saji Joseph

12. Br. Eapen Abraham ( James) 48 Br.Saji V.

13. Br. Ginu Mathew 49 Br. Samu Daniel

14. Br. Gratius D’Cruz 50 Br. Shabin

15. Br.Idiculla Cherian 51 Br. Shaji Mathew

16. Br.Jackson Thomas 52 Br. Shaji Philip

17. Br. Jacob George 53 Br. Shaju K. Joseph

18. Br. James P. Johnson 54 Br. Shibu I.G.

19. Br.Jiji Mathew 55 Br. Shibu P.C.

20. Br. Jobby Kuruvila 56 Br. Simon Philip

21. Br.John Kurian 57 Br. T.M. Thomas (Saji)
22. Br.Johncy Mathew 58 Br. Thomas Cherian
23. Br.Johncy Zachriah 59 Br. Thomas K.J.

24  Br. Johney Joseph 60 Br. Thomas T. Chacko
25. Br. Johnson George 61 Br. Thomas V. Alex

26. Br.Jose K.K. 62 Br. Varghese C.P.

27. Br. Jose Mathew (Puliyoor) 63 Br. Varghese Koshy
28. Br. Jose Mathew (Fawaz) 64 Br. Varghese Mathew
29. Br. Jose Phililp 65 Br. Varghese Samuel
30. Br. Jose Thomas 66 Br. Vincent Abraham
31. Br.Joseph John 67 Br. Vinod K. John

32. Br. Joy Mathew 68 Br. Wilson Varghese
33. Br. Kurian Abraham 69 Sis. Tessy Daniel

34. Br. Mathew Abraham (Saji) 70 Sis. Alice George

35. Br. Mathew Cherian 71 Sis. Preethi Shibu

36. Br. Mathew George(Elanthur) 72 Sis. Susan Antony
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It is a matter of great joy to know that the Church of God, Sharjah is complet-
ing 30 years of its worship and service and that a Souvenir is being brought
out to commemorate the occasion. As far as the situation in Gulf countries is
concerned, completing 30 years of worship is tremendous and a considerable
period. The Lord has sustained the Church for the past long years amid all
challenges and hardships. “He who has begun a good work in you will complete
it until the day of Jesus Christ”. (Phil.1:4).

Every moment is a milestone to recollect and thank God for His marvellous ways
and His tender mercies. | still remember the sweet fellowship which | had with
the Church of God, Sharjah, years ago. We are indebted to all our dear ones in
the Church for their continuous prayer and support extended towards our Region.
The sincere labour of the servants of God who ministered there from time
to time and the selfless cooperation of the believers are praiseworthy.
We heartily appreciate Pastor Sabu P Chandy who is presently labouring in the
Church of God Sharjah, the Secretary, Treasurer, Committee Members and all
Brothers and Sisters in the Church for their deep concern and commitment. May
the Lord continue to bless each and every one and keep them well and safe for
His glory! “The eternal God is your refuge and underneath are the everlasting
arms” (Deut. 33:27). With congratulations and prayers.

Rev. Raju Thomas
Regional Overseer
Church of God in India, Northern Region.

Fulfilling God’s purpose

Glory to the Almighty Lord who has graciously and successfully uplifted the Church of

God Sharjah for the past three decades. In the UAE, several souls have been
touched and brought to salvation through this Pentecostal church by our blessed
pastors. | wish for all the pastors, committee members, and each and every mem-
ber who has been constantly helping with various activities of the Church of God
ministry in India, especially in the Kerala state, that the Almighty will strengthen

and bless them abundantly.

Pr. Y Reji

Administrative Assistant COG Kerala state.
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CHURCH OF GOD - SHARJAH

OUR FORMER & PRESENT PASTORS

Pr. Jose George Pr. Ebenezer Daniel Pr. Vinoth Jacob
(1993 May - Dec.1997) (1998 Mar. - Mar. 2003) (2003 April - Jan. 2006)

Pr. K.M.Geevarghese Pr. E.P. Samkutty Pr. V.P. Thomas
(2006 Feb. - Mar. 2009) (2009 April - Mar. 2012) (2012 April - Mar. 2015)

Pr. Benz Abraham Pr. Mathew T.Samuel Pr. Sabu PChandy
(2015 April - Mar. 2018) (2018 April - Mar. 2021) 2021 April onwards

SOUVENIR - 1993 -2023



PR. SABU P. CHANDY & FAMILY

PR. JOSE GEORGE & FAMILY
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| am delighted and praise God to know that the Church of God, Sharjah is
bringing out a souvenir on the occasion of the completion of 30 years since the
beginning of the Church. My joy knows no bounds as | see the great growth,
both in number and in the mission work, that the Church has involved in.

David Hesselgrave said “If you want to plant something that lasts a
season, plant a flower. If you want something that lasts a lifetime, plant a tree.
If you want something that will last for eternity, plant a Church.”
When we see the various crises of today - ecological, political, social, and eco-
nomic - we can conclude that time is running out. Someone said children born
today may be the last generation of the humans to inhabit the planet earth. The
world has yet to see what the Spirit of the Lord can do through the Church to
establish God’s kingdom on the earth. For that, our structure and the strategies
need fo be transformed and revived. You and | cannot sit comfortably. Let us not seek to be maintainers of
our churches or denominations. These are the days of extreme watchfulness. The Church has the greatest
responsibility in facing the shortest period. Remember, the Spirit of the Lord is seeking pioneers to establish
and to manifest God’s purpose on this earth.

| had the privilege of pastoring Church of God Sharjah during 1998 to 2003. When | look back
and think about the history of the church, my heart is full of joy and gratitude to our gracious Lord for His
surpassing faithfulness in sustaining the church. | would like to congratulate all the pastors, both past and
present, and the pastoral committee ministering in various capacities.
May God richly bless you as you celebrate the faithfulness of God and commit yourselves to the great task
that He has called you to do - to finish the great commission.

With Blessings and Prayers

Rev. Ebenezer Daniel

Pastor (President & General Overseer)
Agape Christian Assembly,

New Delhi.

The Lord has blessed and cared for the people of the Church of God, Sharjah
for thirty years. Thirty years of prayer... thirty years of preaching... thirty years
of singing God's praises... thirty years of evangelism, discipleship, and mis-
sions... thirty years of baptisms... and thirty years of God’s protection in the
Sharjah Church of God family. From a small group which gathered in a small
living room to a large congregation. May the Lord bless you.

Pr. Vinoth Jacob
UPG Director
COG, Kerala State
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PR. V.. THOMAS & FAMILY
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| am so delighted to congratulate the Church of God -Sharjah on this occasion of
the thanksgiving service of its existence for the last 30 years.

Marvellously and wonderfully God has been leading and guiding the
church through these years of its existence and ministry. In His grace and faith-
fulness, God has preserved the congregation and prospered the church in every
aspect. The ministries of the church have been a blessing for many people to know
the Lord and grow in Him. As Paul said in 1Corinthians 3:7 “It's not important who
does the planting, or who does the watering. What is important is that God makes
the seed grow. | gratefully recollect the dedicated services of the servants of the
Lord and the faithful believers who laboured for the church so far. God also gave
me the opportunity to serve this church from 2009-2012, and indeed God blessed
us abundantly in all aspects.

Wish and pray that the Lord continues to bless and prosper the church,
Pr. Sabu P Chandy and all believers to move together with more vision and
commitment to reach more heights in the history of the church.

Offering all glory to our Lord Almighty!

In His service,

Pr. E P Samkutty
Evangelism Director
COG- Central West Region

Euteelngs
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Pr. Benz Abraham

State Council Member,
Church of God (Full Gospel), Kerala State
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Greetings in the sweet and unique name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

I'm pleased to know that COG Sharjah is publishing a souvenir to commemorate
30 years of their faithful mission. | fondly think back to the time my family and | minis-
tered at this church from 2018 to 2021. | praise God for enabling the church to flourish
over the years and stay strong in its outreach through thick and thin. To thwart the spread
of God’s word, Satan has been persistently attacking God’s people and their works.
Despite his desperate efforts to corrupt and confuse the world and lead them astray,
we rest assured, knowing that the victory is for Christ alone. However, we ought to also
remember that we are constantly wrestling against the principalities, powers, and the
rulers of the darkness of this world. My hope and prayer for COG Sharjah is that they
may be “more than conquerors” in this spiritual warfare. As the church completes three
decades of its ministry, | encourage the church to re-dedicate herself to God, minister
to the unreached masses of society, and edify the body of Christ. May this anniversary
be a sign of the church’s continued good work and blessed ministry. Equipped with the
fruit and gifts of the Holy Spirit, | pray that COG Sharjah continues to diligently spread
the gospel and grow God’s flock until the return of Christ.

With best wishes and sincere prayers,

Pr. Mathew T.Samuel
(Former Pastor, Church of God - Sharjah)
Bhopal, India.
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Dear Pastor and believers of the Church of God — Sharjah,

| am delighted that the Church of God — Sharjah is celebrating 30th anniversary. | rejoice
with you and praise God for His faithfulness throughout these years. | thank God for His
grace upon the church which brought you thus far.

| pray that God will give you a new and greater vision to be faithful in your calling and
work diligently for the expansion of His Kingdom. May God expand your territories add-
ing many souls in the coming years and use you for the blessing and comfort of many
around the world. May God anoint everyone to carry out the plan of God in and around
Sharjah and across the world.

May God make the Church of God — Sharjah a beacon and an oasis of hope to the
world around you.

My wife Feba and daughter Sarah join me in congratulating you and we pray that God
will continue to use you for His Glory.

In His service,

Rev. Dr. Sabu Varghese
USA
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CHURCH OF GOD - SHARJAH
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It is indeed a great joy to learn that the Church of God, Sharjah is celebrating the
30th anniversary !l The three decades of its existence in Sharjah has witnessed hun-
dreds of souls being saved, transformed and nurtured for spiritual growth. It is indeed
a time of jubilee for the church to reflect the glorious spiritual legacy that has impact-
ed many lives!! The best way to celebrate the occasion by every member of the con-
gregation is to rededicate themselves to love and serve the Lord with all their heart and
strength!! | praise God to learn that this church is strongly committed for the Mission right
from the beginning and all Pastors who served the church invariably did their best to
sustain that mission orientation over the past three decades. | am grateful to the church
as well as to God that the ICPF has been one of the beneficiary mission oraganisation
of the CoG, Sharjah. | appreciate the generous support extended by the church to the
ICPF ministry in Indial. | also extend my gratefulness to Bro. Binu N. Joy for hand hold-
ing the ministry of ICPF in UAE even while shouldering key responsibilities in the church.
May the good Lord Jesus Christ continue to bless the Pastor, the committee and the
church members as a whole!ll May the Lord lead and guide the church to rich harvests
in the days to comel!

Dr. James George

General Secretary, ICPF

/)

Congratulations to the Church of God - Sharjah for 30 years of service to the body of
Christ. May you continue to be like a tree, always watered by our heavenly father. May your
branches grow far and wide with lasting fruits.

In the words of Henry Martyn, “the Spirit of Christ is the spirit of missions, and the nearer we
get to him, the more intensely missionary we must become.”

As new seasons come and go, may God bless you with greater influence and impact to
bless the nations.

Jerin Thomas
Assistant Superintendent
Western Canadian District of the Alliance Canada.

/)

Big congratulations to the Church of God-Sharjah in completing 30 years. May God
continue to work in amazing ways and use His mighty works to draw souls to the kingdom
of God. May the church fulfill its role in sending out harvest workers in the mission field, and
may our Lord uplift the leaders in grace, wisdom and knowledge.

Elvin Gerzim
(Student Counselor ICPF, UAE)

SOUVENIR - 1993 -2023




Dr. C.T Luiskutty (I.C.PF Governing Council Member)

e all celebrate different milestones — birthdays, anniversaries, etc., in our

personal lives, in the history of an organization we are part of, or of our

nation. For a believer, it is a time to look back with a thankful heart and
look forward with expectation and hope. It is a time to inaugurate a new generation
and pass on responsibilities, a time to make amends for the mistakes of the past and
infuse new vigour and enthusiasm into individuals or society, a time to examine the
vision and redefine the mission.

We are living in a changing world. Technology has increased the conveniences
in our everyday lives, even in rural areas. The availability of quick audio-visual
communication at low cost has made the idea of a global village a reality. This is
not only a time of exponentially increasing convenience, but also a period of rapid-
ly changing moral and religious values. Just today, | read that according to 2021
census, the Christian community (that is, those who profess to be Christians) has
become a minority in England and Wales. This is a country we used to call a Christian
country, a people that sent missionaries abroad with the Gospel. When we think that
all our problems can be solved with science and technology, and feel self-sufficient,
the need for supernatural involvement is neglected and the number of people who
have no faith is increasing. As followers of Jesus Christ, we must bear in mind that it
is in this context that we live and operate as individual Christians and churches.

If someone comes with an invention, one way to check the validity of the claim
is to examine whether it violates any of the established natural laws, e.g., the law
of conservation of energy. Similarly, when new doctrines, practices and claims are
brought to the churches, they should be validated against the unchanging Word of
God. We do not alter the fundamental laws of physics to accommodate somebody’s
claim, even if they may arouse lot of public attention and look incredibly atftractive
and profitable. In the same way, we should not forsake, alter or dilute the logos as
proclaimed by Jesus Christ Himself. His mission was to bring us to a realization that
God is our Father and make us fit for the Kingdom of God.

We need to realize what is important in the view of Jesus Christ. In the Sermon
on the Mount, Jesus repeatedly tells the disciples about the principles they have heard
from their society and religion, and fervently adhere to. Following each of those state-
ments, He adds, “But | tell you...” What Jesus has to tell His followers is not just an
improved version of what they, as religious people and good citizens, already knew,
but much different from, even diametrically opposite, to what they have heard from
the society and religion. This is true today also. Among all the voices we hear from
various sources including religion and church, we must be able to distinguish the
voice of Christ.

Toward the end of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus emphasized that much more
important than calling Him “Lord” repeatedly (in prayer, song, etc.), is doing the will
of the Father. Also, more important than claiming to have performed great miracles
in His name, is doing what they have heard from Him. James wrote, “Do not merely
listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says” (James 1:22). The
living word of God will keep you alive in Christ, throw light upon your path, and direct
you in the right way. Be not just hearers of the Word, but doers.
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It gives me much pleasure to know that the Church of God, Sharjah has completed
its glorious existence of 30 years. On this happy occasion we, the Central Eastern
Region, Church of God (Full Gospel) in India, Kolkata, are sending sincere greet-
ings to the church. It was a small beginning, but the Lord has helped it to grow
throughout these years like a fruitful tree, planted by the side of the river.

| am so glad that it has been blowing the silver frumpet of the gospel
since its beginning, which attracted many to join the church during the bygone
years. Let the tempo continue until the advent of the Master, whom we serve sincere-
ly. The church’s vision and mission, based on the Holy Scriptures, depicting the love
of God in bringing many souls on the path of spiritual life, are really commendable.

Church of God - Sharjah has been a partner in Christ in evangelization
with the Central Eastern Region for many years. lts Pastor(s), officials and
the members (past and present), deserve great appreciation for all the good
work they have done. May the Almighty grant them much reward and bless-
ings from Zion. We extend all good wishes and sincere prayers to you all.

Rev. Benny John
Regional Overseer
Church of God-North Eastern Region
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Pr. Nebu Thomas
Zion Church of God - Sharjah
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Br. Tom M George
Chairman, Union Church, Sharjah

“For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God'’s building.”
(1 Corinthians 3:9)

Abiding in the grace of God, let me take this precious moment; on behalf of the
Union Church Sharjah to congratulate the Church of God - Sharjah assembly for celebrating
30 years. Though the journey might not have been a piece of cake; especially during the
COVID-19 pandemic, our good Lord enabled all of us to see this big day. | sincerely pray that
this milestone helps you all to continue His work with enthusiasm and fervent delight. Let God's
strong hand keep this ministry going and may many more souls keep trailing our fellowship.
May the love of God continue to bind us; to be faithful labourers in His vineyard.

May God Bless Us Alll

Forever In Christ,
Br. Samkutty Mathew

Secretary, Union Church, Sharjah

Eteclings

AATANATE
v

| congratulate you on the 30th anniversary of the Church of God - Sharjah (Constituent member
of Union Church). At this time, | praise the Lord for the sweet fellowship together in Union Church
for the last many years.

| pray that God may shower manifold blessings on your congregation.

Br. PS Babykutty

Licensee, Union Church, Sharjah
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Union Church Working Committee

Br. Tom M George Br. Samkutty Mathew
Chairman - S1AG Secretary - TPM

Br. P.S Babykutty Br. Binu N Joy Br. John Thomas
Licensee S.BA Vice Chairman - CO.G Joint Secretary - SP.A

Br. Alex Baby Br. Lal Mathew Br. George Mathew
Treasurer - SBA Joint Treasurer - LP.C Accountant - ABA

e

Br. Lenju Joseph Br. C.D. Thomas
Committee Member - K.C Committee Member - BBA
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Pr. Wilson Joseph
President, |.PC. Worship Centre

—

/)
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Greetings in Jesus’ name.

| am filled with excitement and overflowing with the joy of the Holy Spirit today as we
celebrate this special occasion.

God has built His church to magnify His glory; we are the fruit of His labour.

| got the privilege to associate with the church and minister to the youths on several
occasions. Additionally, | am praising God for the church and how God has used
it to bless the ICPF ministries over the years. We are grateful to the church for its
support of the ICPF ministries.

May the Lord continue to use the church to fulfil His mission and accomplish great
things.

D.L. Moody said, “If God is your partner, make your plans BIG!” So, let’s prayerfully
attempt great things for God and expect great things from the Lord in the future.
Happy 30th anniversary to the Church of God - Sharjah.

Br. Nelson Mathew
Student Counsellor - ICPF UAE
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BR. JOSE MATHEW & FAMILY
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BR. LUO MATHEW & FAMILY
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Wl Best Compliments fpom ...

BR. ROSHAN JEYAPAL & FAMILY
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BR. JOHN MATHEW & FAMILY

BR. BENSON JOSE & FAMILY
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BR. SAJI V & FAMILY
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“FINISHING WELL"”

Completion is not an option

Pr. Joe Thomas
S.A.B.C, Bangalore

In an exhaustive search of the Bible, Dr J. Robert Clinton, (Professor of Leadership at Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary) who spent the past 15 years researching the lifelong development of Christian leaders,
identified approximately 1000 leaders. From Old Testament patriarchs, priests, and military leaders to New
Testament Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Teachers, and Pastors, sufficient information was available on only
49 prominent leaders to analyze how they finished. The shocking results portray that only 30% of leaders in
the Bible finished well. This means that 70% fell short of God'’s plan for their lives. This fact should jolt any
present-day leader who desires to be counted for God.

Completion is not an option. The old English proverb says, ‘Well begun is half done’. However,
in Christian life, Finishing well is equally or more important and difficult than beginning well. A good start
doesn’t always guarantee a good end.

If we were to ask Paul, the Apostle and the servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, who fought the good
fight, finished the race and kept the faith, what was the key to it all, he would answer us through the impera-
tives that he gave Timothy, his young protégé.

Paul encourages, in fact commands and urges Timothy to —

. ‘Keep’ what he heard (2 Tim 1:13)

. ‘Guard’ it with all his might and strength (2 Tim 1:14)

. ‘Be continuously strengthened’ by the grace that is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim 2:1)
. ‘Entrust’ the word of God to others (2 Tim 2:2)

. ‘Share’ in sufferings (2 Tim 2:3)

. ‘Think over/Reflect on” what Paul was saying (2 Tim 2:7)

. ‘Remember Jesus’ (2 Tim 2:8)

As much important as the rest are, | would like to focus on what it is to remember Jesus, in order to finish well.

Paul as he sat chained in a Roman prison, anticipating an imminent execution, writes to Timothy -
“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, for which I'm
suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal (2 Timothy: 2:8)”. The gospel that Paul preached
and that for which he endured all the sufferings could be summarized in one sentence- ‘Jesus Christ, raised
from the dead, descended from David’. Paul encourages Timothy to remember this. The verb ‘remember’ in
the present tense means continuous action. It is the fixing of one’s attention. Paul in the above verse is careful
to not mention any of the mighty acts of God. It is not to say God is not capable of those mighty acts now,
but he wants to encourage Timothy by reminding Jesus Christ alone. To finish well, remembering Jesus is not

an option - it is a command, an imperative.
The 3 R’s of Finishing Well — What did Paul command Timothy to remember?

I. Remember the Incarnation

Remember Jesus Christ - The title ‘Jesus Christ’ in 2 Tim 2:8 is worth noting. It is one of the few places
in the Pauline Epistles (1 Tim. 6:3, 14; Tit. 1:1; 2:13; 3:6) and the only place in 2 Timothy where Paul uses
the title ‘Jesus Christ’. He intended to emphasize Jesus’ humanity by placing first the name given at Jesus’
birth since it would be meaningful to Timothy in this context.
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J I Packer writes “The almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, needing to be fed and changed
and taught to talk like any other child. The more you think about it, the more staggering it gets. Nothing in
fiction is so fantastic as this truth of the incarnation”. Timothy is to remember the Incarnation of Jesus.

Il. Remember the Kingship of Jesus

Remember He descended from David — The title ‘Descendant of David’ indicates Jesus’ physical line-
age (Rom. 1:3) and connects Him to the promise that David’s descendant would reign forever (2 Sam 7:12).
Jesus is a descendant of David. This draws attention to His role as the Messiah (Mt. 1:1, Mk 10:47-48, Rom.
1:3) and the fulfilment in Jesus, the promise to David that his kingdom will have no end (2 Sam. 7:12-16, Lk.
1:32-33). His kingdom is eternal.

Timothy is to remember the Kingship of Jesus.

Ill. Remember the Gospel

Remember Jesus rose from the dead - The reference to the resurrection reminds us that Jesus died,
and part of the gospel is that Jesus died for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3). However, the resurrection is important in
its own right, for without Jesus’ resurrection there is no gospel. Resurrection completes the Gospel. Without
His resurrection, there is no victory over death or eternal life.

Jesus’ suffering placed him among the dead, but the resurrection brought him out from them (“all the dead”).

Timothy is to remember that Jesus is raised from death itself, and that triumph is to encourage him when he
contemplates suffering hardship for Christ.

To finish well we ought to ‘Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David’. We can

finish well only by fixing Jesus at the centre of everything we are and everything we do because He is “the
author and the perfecter of our faith (Hebrews 12:2)".

21@a] B0af GVOW oHIGR M)a|®) AUGHUBBUWB oGO 1BEIEHNAM DD BRAITVOCTIG3
S 160 500168308 HOBA0 MSOBIV QllweEBHzs BIAOM) HOBAUCBIM) MM &E0Q)
). M@IGMISMNITW]a)) 80) MAOMIS aJOTHIOENINGIC3 AUSOHO MVEANOAHD)6NE.
0D AVRWYHS BYBY HOLIEBSIGE af)MBP)o ERGING BOINAIB0MB HFIVMG TVEINIaH
GOMIHS BIAHH)AN). @YOoR MIB)HBIG AUSBOO (o ID]HRIBBSIHS MS)ailenas aque
HSAN) GaldGHENEl AIOMNESIRN0 GRMIHM 8606 @RMIRI0N.)) D@ECOMISo 6)d3HI6MN=)
QIO MVa00Wla] ©HBAUABIM) MVBHElI Ra0D®IAle @RAa{lenaM). ®)SB@IMo GREM
&BH6) BOOUDIOMVAOW],  @PMY(NaOROWV] HOBA MOA BaOMICHIMOW] (A IAURTIN]EHIM
MBYNSMM a0 HialhBlo aldh0OS af)aM)  @RYUOMIBNHV)0  (I@DU1He)HV)0
§21Q)aM).

Br. P S. Abraham, U.S.A.
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Through the mercies of God, | join the rest of the believers who are wishing
Church of God — Sharjah all the best, as you celebrate the 30th anniversary of
His warm kindness in the wilderness. | am filled with excitement and overflow-
ing with the joy on this special occasion. God has built His church to magnify
His glory and we are the fruits of His labor. May He continue to use COG -
Sharjah to fulfill His glory. Happy anniversary to the Church of God. “Rooted
and built up in Him, and established in the faith, as we have been taught,
abounding therein with thanksgiving”.

Br. Lal Mathew
|.PC - Sharjah

Joint Treasurer - Union Church
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Wil Best Complimants from .

BR. SAM THOMAS & FAMILY
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When your heart is in pain
And your tears fall down like rain
When you walk the lonely lane

ain
yod in his vein

hearts to reign

ite plain
nderstood by the sane
He can break every chain

When you feel your life’s going down the drain
Only the Saviour’s love can sustain
People like you and Jane .
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Co-ordinator, ICPF UAE
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rue Worship....

Blesson Oommen George

COG Sharjah Choir

lt gives me immense joy to write an article for COG Sharjah’s Souvenir
and by God’s grace, | have had the privilege of being a part of this blessed
Church for the past 18 years, and serving in the worship ministry.

Reflecting on true worship, Paul describes it perfectly in Romans
12:1-2: “l urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God to present
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God which is your
spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind that you may prove what the will
of God is, that which is good and acceptable, or well pleasing and perfect.”

True worship is a God-centered worship, instead of getting caught

i up in the expression of worship, music, or the type of songs or set-ups. Jesus
tells us that true worshippers will worship God in spirit and in truth, John

4:24. True worship opens the supernatural realm.

From a personal experience, worship has led me into God’s pres-
ence, and has brought about supernatural miracles, opening doors that
were previously impossible in my life. | have seen miracles happen in my
family and friends when we worship Him in spirit and truth.

A clear picture of worship can be seen in Luke 7: 36 — 48. This pas-
sage elaborates on the sinful woman coming at the feet of Jesus. From this,
we can understand the following aspects of worship:

. She washed His feet with her tears, representing emotional worship.

. She wiped His feet with the hair of her head, representing,
intelligent and thoughtful worship.

. She kissed His feet, representing physical worship.

. She anointed them with ointment/oil, representing spiritual worship.

In the above passage, we do not observe any musical instruments or

a priest or pastor leading worship, yet it still constitutes true worship. Prais-
ing and singing at Church is not the only form of true worship, but rather it

is acknowledging God for who He is and bringing Him glory in all that we
do. The highest form of praise and worship is obedience to Him and His
Word. Only He is worthy to be worshipped. True worship originates from
within and is then expressed through our adtions. | truly believe and pray

~ that everyone may enter into true worship and experience God in a deeper
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COG SCRIPTURE SCHOOL

Dr. Godwin Francis
SS Headmaster

As the Headmaster of our Scripture School, it is my great pleasure to offer congratulations and
felicitations on the 30th anniversary of our Church of God, Sharjah.

These past 2 years have been challenging for all of us, as we had to navigate the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic. Despite these difficulties, our church has remained a shining example of faith, hope, and love
in our community. The publication of this souvenir serves as a reminder of the many ways in which God
has blessed us and guided us through the years, as it says in Isaiah 43:2 “When you pass through the
waters, | will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through
fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.”

| 'om particularly proud of the way our Scripture School adapted to the unique challenges posed
by the pandemic, by quickly shifting to an online education model. Our teachers have worked hard to
ensure our students received a high-quality education, despite the limitations of remote learning. Even
our students rose to the occasion, demonstrating remarkable resilience and adaptability, as it says in
Philippians 4:13 “l can do all things through him who strengthens me.”

As we look back over the past 30 years through the pages of this book, we are reminded of
the many individuals and families who have been a part of our church’s story. We are grateful for the
faithful leadership of our pastors, the dedicated service of our elders, and the sacrificial giving of our
congregants. We also give thanks for the tireless efforts of our Scripture School teachers for the last three
decades, who have imparted not only knowledge but also wisdom, and the love of God to their students.

As we look forward to the future, we know that there will be challenges ahead that can be faced
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the support of the fellowship. The Bible reminds us in Isaiah
41:10, “So do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am your God. | will strengthen you
and help you; | will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” On this 30th anniversary of our church,
let us give thanks to God for His faithfulness, and let us rededicate ourselves to serving Him with all our
hearts, minds, souls, and strength.
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e are fortunate to be living in an era of

P vast developments in technology and
communication. During the last 50

years, we have seen changes like never before.

In ancient times, if a person had to communi-

cate with a faraway person, they used to send

out messengers, pigeons, and doves with little
chits. Then came telegrams and letters, where

mobile phones, computers, and the internet came into exist-

. we had to write letters to communicate with one
eX I S e another. During my childhood days, telephones
were not that common. We had to book a trunk
call and speak at the top of our voices for the
e O re person on the other end to hear. A few decades ago, pagers,
ence. Mail is being taken over by emails. Fast and instant
* replies. Today, we have various means to connect with our
S O C I O loved ones. We are living in a time when humans want to
communicate with the outside world!
° However, when phones became smartphones, life
| changed. Social life has been hijacked by social media.
I I l e d I O ° Friends talk less and text more. Covid 19, along with the vi-
rus, also familiarized us with the use of zoom meetings, which
are preferred over physical meetings. Working from home is
convenient and preferred, as the commute time is saved. Even at church, we have the option to choose to
attend remotely, rather than having fellowship at the church. When Ezra opened the Word of God, all the
people stood up to give reverence to the reading of the Word of God. Today, with the Bible easily accessible
on our mobile devices, we may not give the same level of reverence to the Word of God as we used to.

The school authorities made smart phones and |-pads mandatory for children. Right from a young
age, our children get access to all that is available on the internet. During our college days, we had to go
to the cinema if we wanted to watch a movie. Today, it is easily accessible at the tip of our finger from a
very young age. Our children are influenced by strangers on social media, and they follow whom they do
not know. Previously, we used to stretch our hands to the word of God first thing in the morning. Today, we
wake up and stretch our hands to our phones to check the time and end up checking messages on social
media, rather than the message from God. Mobiles and social media have become basic needs for us.
A day without a mobile is unimaginable.

During fasting prayers, we give more importance to avoiding food. Can we also avoid social media

for the next fasting prayers¢ Twenty-one days, without social media? | am reminded of a Bible verse, where
Jesus asks Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me, more than these2” When communication is so
essential to humans, how much more would our Heavenly Father want to have constant touch with us? He
is constantly speaking, even now as you read this article. Let’s keep our hearts tuned to His voice.
Don’t get me wrong, social media is very useful at times, but life existed before social media. We can all
admit that social media takes a vital portion of our time, and we compromise the time in prayers and in the
presence of God. Anything that keeps us away from God, is from the devil. The Bible reminds us that we
should not be ignorant of Satan’s schemes. Let us utilize our time so that we will reap ‘everlasting life’ rather
than ‘corruption’, as Galatians 6:8 says, ‘For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but
he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.’

| take this opportunity in thanking the Almighty Lord for His faithfulness to the Church of God-

Sharjah in completing 30 years. May God’s immeasurable love, rain down upon you for spreading the
gospel so diligently.

Blessings,

Mathews George
Newzealand
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Together

Towards
Growth In

CHRIST

The young age you are going through at present is the most significant time of your growth. Bible
speaks about the holistic growth of a child in the gospel according to Luke chapter two verses fifty-two,
specifically referencing the growth of baby Jesus. The verse states that, “Jesus increased in wisdom and in
stature and in favor with God and man”. We need to make sure that our growth is similar to that of Jesus,
who grew in wisdom, stature and favor with God and man.

1. Mental Growth

Growing in wisdom is the top priority for many of you, leading you to choose the best schools
and syllabus for your studies. Through your systematic studies, you must strive to reach the position which
God infends for you. As students, each one of you needs to depend upon the Lord to discover your tal-
ents and God-given abilities and enrich them by trusting in the grace of God. However, you must grow
mentally strong in order that you may be able to handle challenges. Unless you have the mental stability
and boldness, you will never be able to withstand the pressures of life’s circumstances.

2. Physical Growth

You must make sure that you have natural physical growth corresponding to your age. You must
eat healthy food and cultivate the habit of daily exercise for your physical growth. Lack of nutritious food,
lack of immunity power, and being overweight are some of the issues the present generation struggle with.

3. Social Growth

We must grow with adequate awareness of the social life settings around us. Let us learn to be
tolerant in the context of intolerance in contemporary society. While we hold on to socio-religious, and
political thoughts and faith values, we must learn to respect others and have an open attitude towards
the people of other faiths. We must have a discerning spirit from God to evaluate right and wrong and
formulate a value system in the situation of the present post-modern world. We can be the salt of the earth
and the light of the world only when we can know and realize the needs of our fellow beings. We must
have the nature of dissolving and providing taste to others’ lives.

4. Spiritual Growth

Dear friends,

In the present context of spiritual decay, we must be a generation like young Samuel who heard the voice
of God and obeyed him. The discipline, encouragement, and correction we have received from our fam-
ilies and Sunday school, molded us to have real spiritual growth in our lives. We must realize the fact that
whatever success we gain without a relationship with God, is nothing and void.

Let us have holistic growth in our lives by nurturing Christian values and being transformed into His image.

Pr. Salu Varghese

Secretary,
CGl Kerala State Sunday School Dept.
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Robert Raikes

and
Sunday School
Movement

Livingstone (COG SS Grade-8)

Gloucester, England. It was a period of increased industrialization and therefore urbanization in

England. Industrialization created rich people and poor people. Cruel and inhumane laws ensued.
Many were left without a home, food, clothing and sanitation. Many had to work 12-hour days six days
a week in dangerous and unhealthy conditions. Sunday, a day off, was spent by youths and children in
gambling, stealing, drug use, licentious living and crime. In the unsanitary streets, they wandered.
However, Robert believed that “Vice is preventable, idleness is the parent of vice, and ignorance is the cause
of idleness”. Robert Raikes understood that the knowledge of Jesus Christ could remove the ignorance and
he decided to fight against this vice with good works. . In partnership with Rev. Thomas Stock (Vicar of
St. John the Baptist Parish), Raikes began the first Sunday school in July 1780 at Mrs. Meredith’s tenement
in Sooty Allen on a Sunday. The Sunday school movement spread to other parts of England despite many
setbacks and now has a presence in many countries across the world. Robert Raikes had a concern for the lost
(including the future generation) and humbly approached them with a sense of responsibility, firm godliness,
self-consecration, prayer compassion and deep understanding of God’s word. Robert Raikes spent his entire
life working for the betterment of children and left this world in 1811. The lamp of love that was lit by that
great man continues to guide many children towards the light, serving as an unextinguishable beacon even
today, inspiring them to walk in righteousness.

Roberr Raikes was the pioneer of Sunday School Movement. Robert Raikes was born in 1736 in

“| consider the Sunday school to be one of the most important institutions in the country. ”
“ | have the most unbounded confidence in the Sunday school as an instrument of good. ”
“ The Sunday school is an institution that has done more good than any other. ”

“ | have always believed that the Sunday school is the best institution for promoting

'’

the welfare of the poor. ”

(Informations collected by Livingstone)
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When the oceans rise and burst
And | shudder in the storm;

| will cling on to my Lord,

Until things get to the norm!

When | see no help far beyond
And | am not sure what's in store;
| will still hold on to Him,

Who has promised me a shore!

Even when the wind looms to engulf me
And the rough waves roar;

Clinging on to the anchor of my life,
Like an eagle, | will soar!

gt

Jeah Anna Jerry
COG SS Grade - 7

]
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Ch rlst
Cross

Johnsu Thomas

We have a reason to explain our successes and failures in life, and that's just because everyone
around us is either keen to repeat the success or learn from the elements that can hold them back.
lt's one of those inborn instincts in humans which has often led them to compete and conquer. All
throughout our life, whichever stage of life you are in, competition or conquering has never ceased.
But how do we see it when we experience failure? Well, let us see how we can define our success
and failure. Who defines the terms of success and failure2 And how do we know of this? What does
our holy scripture teach us on this2

When the world saw that cross on the mountain of Golgotha, where Jesus was crucified, they cried
out and mocked shaking their heads (Matthew 27:39- 43). They despised a failed Jesus, because
they looked at the cross as a place where sinners were mercilessly punished. They thought that the
cross had marked the end of an era which belonged to a self-proclaimed Jewish King; they thought
His death was the end of all what He had preached and taught throughout His life. As Jesus took
His last breath at the cross, the world gazed at His final moments and deemed it a failure, which is
how the world defines failure. But when the centurion took a moment to look at Jesus rather than the
cross, he saw the dawn of a new definition of victory. He understood that what he was witnessing on
the cross was just the beginning of a new horizon. His acknowledgement of a righteous man dying
on the cross showed that he knew the cross couldn’t contain Him and death couldn’t pin Him down.
Until then, what the world defined as failure was definitely not right. Our Lord Jesus Christ redefined
failure. Today, generation after generation, the victory of Jesus is being celebrated throughout the
ages, which was once considered a failure by a small group of people. For a Christian, the cross
has got its place on his shoulders and not in his eyes, because the word clearly says that his eyes
should be fixed only on whom he is following (Mark 8:34). Jesus had the cross on His shoulders,
and through it all, He never lost hope in His heavenly Father who raised him from the sealed Roman
tomb. The choice is yours to see the cross or the Christ on the cross when you are being tested and
tempted in this world. Let’s open our hearts and stay focused on our Redeemer. A cross will always
exist in your life on earth, but are you ready to see the Christ on it2 From now on, let’s learn to
measure our successes and failures with the life of Christ Himself, where we get our absolute results.

We worship, praise, celebrate, sing, exalt and find joy in a Christ, who has emerged victorious from

death and not the cross on which He was crucified. His life and victory over death flow to everyone
who believes and calls upon His name, yesterday, today and for eternity, forevermore, Amen!
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AND DEFENDING
THE WITH
SCIENCE

Sharon Benson

to explore the physical aspect of the world and make discoveries to upgrade our lifestyles is not only wonderful but also
biblical. God has always encouraged science from the beginning, but mankind has always been unconvinced and dubi-
ous, altering and subjecting the creation of God as per their convenience.

S cience is a gift from the Almighty, who is the source of all good things (James 1:17). The fact that we can use our intellect

My profession as a Science Educator compelled me to search for answers for my fellow intellects and students during
discussions. In the pursuit of finding various answers, one day | came across the biography of world-renowned astrophysicist Dr.
Hugh Ross. He works with a group of scholars to direct people to the gospel by using scientific advances and evidence from the
living Word of God to identify the character of God, His existence, and the reliability of the Bible. His writings, including journals
and articles, served as a great asset for Science practitioners around the world, including me, to unravel different aspects of the
living God.

How do | defend and discover my Creator over the World?

The answer lies in the very easy practice of using our intellect to learn the Bible, untie the complexity of various discoveries
already stated in the Bible and to be aware/proclaim it to the world.

What does the Bible say about science (Evidence)

Some of my favourite findings lie in the timeline of discoveries of various phenomena in science, | am exemplifying here
very basic ones which my fifth graders would also be aware of— The Water Cycle. We all know the source of water that keeps
pouring info the water bodies, where it comes from and why it never dries up. But these were never answered until the 17th
century when French Scientists Pierre Perrault and Edme Mariotte coined the term Hydrologic Water Cycle, outlining the path-
way of water from rivers flowing into oceans, followed by evaporation of it into clouds, returning of water from clouds in form
of rain and finally, water drains back from land into rivers.

But to the surprise, the Bible implied this water cycle thousands of years before the French Scientists figured it out. The
biblical authors credited it all to the Creator Almighty God.

The book of Job (written between the 7th and 4th centuries BCE.) says,
“For He draws up the drops of water, they distill rain from the mist, which the clouds pour down, they drip upon man abun-

dantly”. (Job 36: 27-28)

Job was a wealthy man with lots of livestock. Maybe he had profound knowledge about animals and their lifestyle. Those
days, he neither had any high-speed internet connectivity to google or any schooling or scientific knowledge to look up into the
night sky and understand the nature of the earth. However, Job being a man of God, He revealed the process of rain to him.

The book of Amos (written BC 790-739) says: “He who calls for the waters of the sea, and pours them out on the face of the
earth, The Lord is His name”. (Amos 9:6)

Solomon (Written around 935 BC) says; “All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the streams come
from, there they return again” (Ecclesiastes 1:7)

As with all other books of the Bible, Job was also written not by his thoughts but through the revelation from the Creator.
The difference in timelines and studies clearly shows that it was all explicitly written in the Word of God with His wisdom even
before the high intellect of the world could discover it. There is much scientific evidence like gravity, the earth’s core, ocean cur-
rents, undersea mountains, cosmology, the creation and many more, well-outlined in different verses by various God’s anointed
authors consistently showcasing strong evidence of divine authorship and the truth of the Bible.

What should we tell people who say the Bible and Science are incompatible?

Every discussion of this nature should be dealt with patience, love and wisdom. Never be hesitant to ask why they believe
so, to avoid making assumptions about a person’s belief. Don’t try to find faults with the Darwinian Theory of Evolution or the
Big Bang theory but rather take a genuine effort to listen patiently and direct them to the problem of how two different compet-
ing worldviews are trying to interpret the same ANSWER!

What's the difference between these two worldviews?2

One considers the Authoritative Word of the Creator who is the beginning and the end and cannot lie (Genesis 1:1,
Hebrew 6:18), while others heed the word of naive imperfect human beings.

The aim should be always to remove the intellectual barrier which hinders a person’s belief in the gospel (2 Corinthians 10:5).
We should remember we are not living to win mere arguments, but rather we are seeking to win souls to Jesus Christ!

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with

gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience.” (1 Peter 3:15-16)
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Church of God Sharjah

LADIES MINISTRY

It brings immense pleasure to note the wonderful ways God is leading the Ladies Ministry in the
constitution of the Church of God, Sharjah.

In Romans 16, Paul greets many sisters who worked as evangelists and missionaries in the Lord’s
ministry. Notwithstanding the various persecutions around them, they did not lose hope but carried
out the ministry of the Lord fervently.

We must have heard of missionaries like Sis. Amy
Beatrice Carmichael and Sis. Catherine Mum-
ford, who, despite their poor health conditions,
did not stop their passion for sharing the love of
Christ. Their selfless labor led many women to
Christ. No matter which field God has put us, let
us draw people to Jesus Christ our Lord, through
our exemplary lives in Christ.

Dated February 6th, 2007, onwards, COG Sharjah Ladies Ministry has been led under the govern-
ance of the Pastors therein. The Secretary, Treasurer, Joint Secretary and two Committee members

are appointed each year to support the ministry. The team collectively takes steps to run the ministry
smoothly. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the efforts of our past and present COG senior
sisters, these meetings have been successfully led for the last 30 years.

Due to COVID, for the past 2 years, physical meetings have been on hold, but with the help of Zoom
platform, we have been able to conduct meetings every first Thursday of the month. We also have
24-hour chain prayer on every second Saturday of the month, interceding for the church and our
country. Special meetings utilizing resourceful lady speakers and love feast involving sisters bringing
their own dishes, makes the fellowship a much blessing for everyone.

2 Corinthians 9: 6-7 says, But this | say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not
grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful T
giver.

In light of this verse, we have made home coin box
facility available to all our church members, so that
the contribution received by the end of the year
can be used to support widows in India. We also
look forward for donation of used, good-condition
clothes to the needy in the remote areas of India.
The support and prayers of our church family has led
us so far and we look forward to their continued support.

Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tender-
hearted, be courteous; not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing,
knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. 1Peter 3: 8-9

All Glory to God.
Shiny Sam
LM. Secretary
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VISIBLE Vs INVISIBLE -

THERE REMAINS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR

HOLINESS

Dr. Nithya Anna Kurien

Our Lord examines the desires and intentions of
the inner mind. There lies no easier task for all
of us than pretending to lead a spiritually worthy life
in front of the world. In the era of social media, we
find pride in showcasing the pictures of our God-giv-
en talents, posting candid shots of marital bliss and
serious images of ourselves leading certain minis-
tries and camps. Our ultimate consideration should
be whether we are leading a perfect life in His eyes
and if there is any unholiness creeping in our minds.
King David was handsome and ruddy with fine
features and was a gifted musician. His virtues and
talents were literally matchless compared to his con-
temporaries and future rulers. We do not see our
heavenly Father speaking so much in adoration of
any other king or individual. He was always victori-
ous in his battles. Can we equate anybody else in
our testaments who had acquired all these skills and
proficiency both as a warrior and an ardent wor-
shipper of our Lord? From a humble shepherd boy,
he rose to flock God’s own people, and that too in
his early years. David accomplished everything he
cherished, some were benevolently bestowed upon
him by God, some were acquired with his might and
shrewd technical skills. David was thoroughly knowl-
edgeable regarding holiness, the Levitical priest-
hood, tabernacle etc. He shuddered in fear when
the Lord struck Uzzah in anger.
Where did King David slip out of his holiness?
amy was not uncommon in those days and
as king of Israel he had the right
oose anybody found attractive.
d out to be the source of
sness, selfish desire and lus
> Hittite. But once the revelati
rophet Nathan, King David’
vear it anymore. As we
before the Lord ar
ance of a sin
a N7 e him C

to Adonijah, this act of sin tormented the lives of his
four budding young sons.

We have to do an introspection on whether we are
allowing Jesus Christ to reign in us or are we still
leading our lives in the ways of the world. The Lord
clearly states in Isaiah 29:13 that “These people
come near to me with their mouth and honor me
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their
worship of me is based on merely human rules they
have been taught.”

Body, mind and soul...which among these are we
prioritizing?

Body:- Eternally glowing, radiant skin, a per-
fectly sculpted body and a youthful countenance
is one thing some personally envy and strive for.
Dermatology has been making giant leaps. A deep
surgical scar, a tiny pimple, wrinkle marks can be
totally transformed by Botox injections, under eye
wrinkle free therapies, laser treatments, all these ap-
pear tantalizing. At times we tend to forget this body
is destined for decomposition. Are we intending to
spend more time and money on merely immortaliz-
ing this mortal body2 Are we wasting endless hours
in health clubs and spas in a frantic effort to look

even more younger to fellow co es? Does our
conscience ever he ot all of
this? f

Mind:-T body
in this wo .

axi-
detestable
e sake
once

desires
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Galatians 5:19 clearly enumerates them, we are all subject in one or the other way to on
these sins. Let us fill ourselves with the fruits of the Spirit as described in Galatians: 5:22

Soul: Our final destination. When we worship our Lord in the spirit, the spirituc
revitalizes our mind and energizes our mortal body. A sort of kinetic energy. Let us
in body, mind and spirit. Anointed by the Holy Spirit nothing is hidden from us. 1
5:10- He died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep that we may live to
| Thessalonians 5:23 ~May God himself, the God of peace sanctify you thro
May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of o

Our Lord has provided himself as a model to us before his ascens
that path. Let our vital five sense organs be kept holy and blamele
Testament veteran Job had spoken with sincerity and steadfa

favorite Netflix series,
ction, let us drop it all

glorified. Regarding holine , anythi
friendships which contributes nothing to spiritua
and run fervently the race ahead for us.
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BR. ANIL GEORGE & FAMILY
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It is with great joy we bring forth congratulatory wishes from CHILD FOCUS
INDIA, Bangalore and the Assemblies of God in India on the 30th year of cel-
ebrations of Church of God - Sharjah, UAE.

lt's a blessing to have been part of the diasporic Indian children from the
Church of God, Sharjah, growing up with them for the last 6 consecution years
during the annual ICPF camps at UAE.

On behalf of the leadership here in India, | extend my heartfelt good wishes
and blessings on the historic celebrations. May the Lord Jesus Christ, continue
to bestow His grace to the church to fulfill His purpose, in the years to come.

Pr. Patterson Lamech
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COMFORTED TO

COMFORT

Dr. Susan Mathew
(Director Deepthi Special School & Rehabilitation Centre, Kerala.)

Second Corinthians was written in Macedonia, a few years after the first letter in AD 55. Paul talks
about his weakness, affliction and sufferings in which he received power and comfort to endure
those suffering in 2 Corinthians. The uniqueness of the Christian life is not the absence of problems,
pain or sorrow, but the presence of the one who solves the problem. In 2 Cor 1:3, Paul opens with
thanksgiving to God for the comfort he received from Him. Paul explains the affliction in Asia that
made him renounce all hope of survival and that the intervention of God and the comfort in afflic-
tion rescued him from death. Affliction (used 3 times), suffering (four times) and comfort (ten times);
comfort has become the catchword in this passage.

Paul’s pattern o thought is significant in this passage.

v.4 God’s comfort in Paul’s suffering, he comfort others who are suffering

v.5 Paul’s experience of Christ’s suffering is abundant as the sufferings of Christ is abundant

v.6 Paul’s suffering ultimately leads to the comfort of the Corinthians as they patiently endure suffer-
ings

v. 7 As the Corinthians experience suffering, they will also experience God’s comfort through Paul
God: Source of all Comfort (1:3)

Paul says with much delight about the special strength given by God of amid trials that overwhelmed
him. The very important term is comfort of every kind. It has the idea of strengthening, of helping, of
making strong. From the beginning of his Christian life, Paul understood his calling to suffer for the
name of Christ (Acts 9:15-16. There are three reasons for Paul to praise God.

1. Who is God for us? He is the Father of mercies and God of all comfort.
2. What God does for us?2 He comforts us in our affliction.
3. What God does do in and through us? He comforts others through us so that we may be

able to console those in any affliction.

Purpose of Affliction as Enabling

In v.4 Paul explains how God encourages/ comforts/ consoles us in all affliction and as a result, we
can encourage those in any frial by the same encouragement with which we receive from God. It is
the ‘consolatory strengthening’ in the face of adversity that affords spiritual refreshment. The purpose
of God is to enable the one who receives comfort in suffering so that he/she will comfort others.
God’s comfort in Paul’s affliction and distress enabled him to channel the comfort to those who are
facing the same situation. The spiritual principle he is enunciating is that Christian’s experience of
God’s consolation, amid life’s afflictions empowers them to communicate the divine “comfort” to
others. Paul here acts as a mediator to pass on comfort to the Corinthians.

Abundant Comfort through Christ (v.5)

Inv. 5 for just as Christ’s suffering overflow to us, so also does the encouragement overflow to
us. There are two parallelisms in this verse. [t was God the Father, not Christ who was the source of
comfort (v.3) and the very comfort he received from God flowed into the Corinthians’ lives. It is not
something his creation but the comfort he received from God.

Paul views his sufferings as the suffering of Christ and those sufferings equipped him to impart God's
comfort to others. What does the suffering of Christ refer? It may not be the atoning sacrifice as it is
once for all and a completed event (Rom 6:10; Rom 5:8-10). This may be in a sense of Col. 1:24,
where Paul affirms that in his person he is filling up what is lacking concerning the affliction of Christ.
A person ‘in Christ’” and ‘for Christ’ is sharing the sufferings of Christ.
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Patient Enduring (v. 6)

There is a divine purpose behind Paul’s suffering. Paul knew that in affliction divine encouragement
through Christ has been received. Paul suffers and the Corinthians are benefiting out of his affliction.
The consequence and the result of Paul’s sufferings is the comfort of the Corinthians.

Example of Paul’s Suffering and Deliverance (v.8-11)

The affliction made him to rely completely on God and refrain from self-dependence and his re-
sources. He passed the stage of putting confidence in himself and his powers, rather to trust and
hope only in God. V.11 shows how Corinthians supported Paul in his affliction through prayers. Here
Paul’s appreciation and request for prayers of the Corinthians shows interdependence or mutual
care and concern to the members of the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:25-26). He requests Corinthian’s
continuous prayer support for the deliverance from future affliction. Mutual relations are very much
expressed in this passage in the context of affliction.

Affliction as an Opportunity

Here Paul views affliction as an opportunity.

1. An opportunity to receive comfort from God
2 An opportunity to look at others and understand others’ situations, mirroring life on others
& An opportunity o pass on the same comfort to others as the comfort he received has not

ended in himself but it flows out to others

4. An opportunity to identify with the sufferings of Christ. Christ mirroring in him

I An opportunity to understand the will of God

6. An opportunity to avoid self-reliance and put complete reliance on God

When adversity visits our life, we have two choices- to be a victim, to be a victor. It is not what hap-
pens to you but what happens in and through you that counts. We receive blessings in brokenness.
Brokenness is to make our blessing for others. We have a vision of ourselves, of others and Christ/
God. This is a mediating role- mediating the comfort received in affliction.

0B a1 @YWLy ®)sesle Church of God - Sharjah, @)ps ®)seeo B)®@3
D B)50026WINSOajo  @RYWIBlajom)o  HAdCTmOAllom  TV@IGDIlaNe  @RYGROAiene
@ROOWlajoM)o MEBUWIBEH MSWIW. allarly MIB)HEeRl TVEWHS (AIAIGCMEBUS, i
QilleuoaHo@d MS(Blaial@ 88, ©0aLail.ed. @)SEEIVAI MEBBIIOS  &:)E0N)6BBUBS6) o
QSO0  BRMY(NaOMIVIO)IM). HHBA MDD TVRHWY MSOMIV GRMIBAILBBHS B0GH6) J”Jl\* —~
GMIOUE HOBAIOOI AOMINQ]SICIN}AIIMB @M AIWIWIEM. AN af)OAG TVEOW aleMlW)o, 11‘ 'I?\A ]
ald®08 GN2al)06EBUY ER@IHM RWIBHWVIL] af)aD HACMIANHM ADUIBOMOCD 20} ; -
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Johnley James & Family, U.K.
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HOLY .. HOLY .. HIS NAME IS HOLY
HOLY .. HOLY .. HIS WORD IS HOLY

HOLY .. HOLY .. HIS HEAVEN IS HOLY
HOLY .. HOLY .. HIS SERVANTS ARE HOLY

fufiomarnl  SLOIAT Emanorh rumaldhies,
Pandainsy, oL alg] dmitel 2
rulh 3 O L il

Loty el oot
Ragarae @omBiod

HOLY .. HOLY .. HIS PRESENCE IS HOLY
HOLY .. HOLY .. HIS WORSHIP IS HOLY

HOLY .. HOLY .. BECAUSE HE IS HOLY
HOLY .. HOLY .. HIS CHILDREN
SHOULD BE HOLY...

By
(LEMUEL MATHEW JOSE)
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Prayer & Fasting:

Conquering Life’s Challenges
~

IS. Reema Rijo

elderly person, rich or poor. There was a time in my life where | was

denied respect, but as we read in Zephaniah 3:19 “God will appoint
them for praise and fame in every land where they were put to shame.”
During my college days, | had to face a tough time. | joined my classes with
great expectations and enthusiasm but unfortunately my college Principal was
very prejudiced towards me from the start. He was a Christian who converted
to another religion and apparently held a strong hatred towards Christians
the most.
My Principal had an unpleasant attitude towards me when | was chosen to
host the Food Fest program in our college. During the final day of rehearsal,
he was not satisfied with the way | pronounced his name. So, he came on
stage and publicly insulted me before all faculty and seniors and ordered
me fo leave. That was such an embarrassing moment of my life. My seniors
frightened me, asking how | would survive in this college for é years after
having disappointed the Principal.
| felt so bad and ran to my classroom with tears rolling down my cheeks. |
was alone with no one to comfort me. Suddenly | remembered my mom, with
whom | shared everything. | called and apprised her. She comforted me and
advised me to pray for the Principal and trust God, (Psalms 118:8)
| started praying as per mom'’s advice. The more | prayed for him, the more
he affronted me. Finding no change in his attitude, my heart grew weak. My
intensity of prayer went down and gradually, | stopped praying for him.
Each day, | was literally scared to go to college. One morning, when | called
my mom, she asked me whether | was praying for the Principal or not. | re-
plied that | didn’t find any change in his attitude, so | stopped praying. My
mom asked me to read Mark 9:29 (But this kind does not go out except by
prayer and fasting.) Then | started fasting and praying for him from the month
of December 2013. By God’s mercy, my secret prayers were answered after
3 months. | was called to the Principal’s cabin on 28th March 2014 and he
apologized me for his actions. | was shocked for a moment as we all know it
is very rare for a Principal to apologize to a normal student. In that moment,
| understood that God'’s delays are never his denials.
God changed his attitude towards me through the influence of his wife, who
also happened to be my lecturer. By God’s grace, | had excelled academi-
cally and made a positive impression on my lecturers. Through his wife, God
was able to change the Principal’s perception of me. This incident helped me
to understand the power of fasting and praying. Our prayers can move the
mountains of our life if we submit to God and wait patiently for His time.

E very human in this world deserves respect, whether they are a child or
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Stephin K. Varghese
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Why did God send His son Jesus to the earth?

3
1
PUZZLE i
Across >
1. The place known as city of palms —
2. Jesus came to earth to sinners.
5. What happened in Zacchaeus’ life when he was
talking to Jesus 5R ~
Down N\
3. Who collected taxes for the town of Jericho under
the Roman Government? 2
4. Name the tree that Zacc-haeus climbed
~

| am here | am not here

S
By using the clues below, &
. B

find out for whom John,

the baptist was preparing
the way. Write down the first
| am not here H |—| alphabet of the picture in the
coloum given at the rightside.

| am here

| am not here | am here

| am here O | am not here

X

%
\

N /
| am here -IC )\* | am not here
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Always remember
what the Bible says
and the perfect way to please God:

*  Honor GOD in everything. (Revelation 4:11)
*  Obey Your parents. (Exodus 20:12)
*  Always speak the truth. (Ephesians 4:25)

*  Be Grateful. (Ephesians 5:20)
Put others before yourself. (Romans 13:9)
Take care of your possessions. (Ecclesiastes 5:19)

Prayer: Gracious Father, we thank you for today and for all
the things you have provided us. We thank you for your good
health and wisdom. For those reading this, we ask you,
Father, to change the heart and make it the way you want. To
honour you, respect you, and glorify you should be the duty
of our life. Help us and mould us in your purpose. Bless us
with your grace and abundance. Help us to be grateful and
to trust you in all aspects of our life. Make us holy as You are
holy. We ask this prayer in Jesus’ mighty name. AMENII

THE HOLY BIBLE

The Bible has 66 Books. o~
The Bible has 1,189 Chapters.

The Bible has 31,102 verses.

The Old Testament has 929 chapters.
The Old Testament has 23,145 verses.
The New Testament has 260 chapters.
The New Testament has 7,957 verses.
Chapters were added to the Bible in 1238 by Cardinal Hugo de S. Caro.
Verse divisions were added in the year 1551 by Robertus Stephanus.

The Longest book is Psalms (150 chapters)

The Longest chapter is Psalm 119 (176 verses)

The Longest verse is Esther 8:9 (78 words)

The Shortest book is (by number of words): 3 John.

The Shortest chapter is (by number of words): Psalms 117
The Shortest verse is John 11:35 (2 words: “Jesus wept™)

The Bible was written over a 1500-year span (from circa 1400 B.C to A.D. 100)
over 40 generations

over 40 authors from many walks of life

in different places

at different times

on three continents (Asia, Africa, and Europe)

in three languages (Hebrew, Aramaic [Chaldee], and Greek)

Fulfilling God’s purpose
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Fulfilling God’s purpose

C.0.G. OUTSTATION WORK

'51. -
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CHURCH OF GOD - SHARJAH

THE IMPORTANCE

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Jabez Zachariah Jacob, COG Grade - 8 ’ ‘,#:x M

As God has given us a new year, 2023, let us pray that we are filled with His Holy Spirit and lead that
life that he has planned for us; as Romans 8:9 says, “You, however, are controlled net by sinful nature
but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you and if anyone dees not have the Spirit of Christ, he does
net belong te Christ.”
By this, we can understand that if any of us do not have fellowship with God we do not belong te God.

In Acts 10: 44, we can see that everyone gathered in the house of Cornelius was filled with the
Holy Spirit.

In allthese, we see that the Holy Spirit desires te quide and fill us but at times we are not ready.
We semetimes get too absorbed in these worldly pleasures that are mementary.

We need to be purified by the cleansing blood of Jesus; anly then will we be able to receive the
power of the Holy Spirit.

The power to speak in tongues helps us to communicate with our Father. It is a language that
even the powers of the evil ane can’t understand. Tt is a heavenly language.

The Holy Spirit not enly enables us to speak in tengues, but He alse quides us in our daily life.
Hetells us what is right and wreng. He quides us in each step we take.

Sa, since God has given us ene more year in our life, let's all pray and desire with all cur hearts
Jfor the presence of the Holy Spirit in cur lives and grow a little closer to. cur beloved Father. AMEN
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Sharjah Pentecostal Assembly
Internal Auditor - Union Church
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A HEALING
SUSURRATION

POEM Dr. Honey Saiji

In the qualms of now,

In the wariness of how,

| heard voices that echoed,
From deep within,

From the depths of my heart,
Yet to be known,

Voices of guilt, A voice that calls out,
Of broken trusts, For the lost sheep in the wild,
And dropped expectations, For the lost child in the crowd,
Of disappointed hearts, For the sinking heart,
And destroyed dreams, In the depths of sorrow,
Voices of shame, A voice that welcomes,
Binding a wound, A prodigal son,
With ill-founded labels, With everlasting mercy,
Of pride, of arrogance, An adulterous wife,
Of ‘just-not-trying-hard-enough’. With unfailing love,

A sinful nation,
Yet in the midst, With abounding grace.
Of a raging tempest,
| heard a still, small voice, | heard my Father’s voice,
Gentle like the dew on the grass, A gentle whisper,
Deafening like the thunder before the storm,  That silenced all my fears,
Comforting like a mother’s lullaby, And every other cry,
A voice that taught me, Of guilt, of shame, of despair,
To walk on water, In my agony,
To soar above the storm, | heard a still, small voice say,
To rejoice in the uncertainty, “| am the Lord that healeth thee”.
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God’s

in th
In e Romons 8:28- And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love Him, who have been called according to

worst e pupese

It was a rainy night and | still remember the night vividly.
After finishing the final ward rounds and checking on all the patients,
d ays | went to the doctor’s resting room. The tube light was flashing and
| saw a tiny mouse running across the floor to a small hole in the
corner of the room. | was very tired after a busy day in the OP and
ward and wanted to sleep for a while before getting a call from the
emergency room (ER). | prayed to God earnestly for a good sleep, with no emergency calls at night. As | lay down
on the bed, a spider was busy knitting its sticky web on the ceiling. | rechecked my phone and made sure it was
on full volume and not on silent mode. The light from the corridor was seeping into my room through the edges
of the door. | took one last look at the corner of the room, hoping that my little friend would have a good sleep
and not come out of the hole while | was asleep. Soon | dozed off into a deep sleep but was startled as my phone
rang. | opened my eyes and checked the time; it was only 11.30 pm. | attended the call, and on the other side,
the ER doctor asked me to come to the trauma center immediately. The trauma center was in another block, a
few meters from the main block. Being half asleep, | hurried to the trauma center. Outside of the ER Triage room,
| saw a woman crying and yelling at a man near her, who | assumed was her husband. | entered the triage room
and enquired about my case. They pointed to a bed at the corner that had a few doctors and nurses around i,
busy doing primary care. | took the file and, while glancing through, reached the bed. What | saw then with my
own eyes was something | would never want to see again in my life. A three-year-old male child with a stab injury
to the neck was fully covered in blood and fighting for his life. We stopped the bleeding temporarily, secured the
airway and resuscitated the child. After the primary resuscitation, | examined the wound and found out that the
injury was too deep, and it had cut his windpipe. By God’s grace, no major vessels were injured. As his oxygen
saturation was lowering, we arranged to shift the child to the operation theatre for neck exploration and repair.
The child was victim of a political rivalry between the two political parties. Instead of the father, the innocent child
became the scapegoat that night. By God’s grace, we were able to save that child, but he had to go through a
lot of pain with a breathing tube in the neck (tracheostomy tube) and a lifelong scar on his neck. | was deeply
disturbed by the incident that night; it was one of my ‘worst days ever’ in my career. In anguish, | asked God, why
Lord2 Why did the child have to suffer because of others’ fault or sin2

Dr. Ansha Binny

Quite often, when we struggle or face difficulties in our life, we tend to ask the same questions to God.
We live in a strife-filled world, but when we fix our thoughts on God and His Word, we can experience perfect
peace in our hearts even in turmoil. When | think about the “worst days ever”, | think of Job in the Bible. A man
who loved God very much, but he lost everything in a moment. Job asked God, ‘what have | done to you?’ (Job
7:20). But God didn’t give any reasons to Job why He allowed Job to suffer; instead, God asked some marvelous
questions back to Job (Job 41). Those questions helped Job to know God better and understand God'’s purposes
over everything, including his sufferings (Job 42-1-6). And then he trusted God wholeheartedly, knowing that
God was, is and will be always good. As the Psalmist sang “you are good and what you do is good; teach me
your decrees” (Psalms 119:68) and “it was good for me to be afflicted so that | might learn your decrees” (Psalms
119:71). The Lord may not give us reasons for the trials in our lives many times, but thankfully, even in our “worst
days ever”, we can know for sure that we are loved by Him (Romans 8: 28). Greater love has no one than this,
that he lay down his life for his friends and our Jesus Christ died on the cross for us and our sins even before we
were born. And there is no greater love than this on earth. The fact of the matter is that nothing happens without
God’s knowledge, who knows all things including the minor details. The struggles we face can emanate from so
many sources and God might have allowed them to pass our way. But He has a purpose for it: to build us and
make us better and stronger. So, let us say as Paul said in Romans 8:38 & 39, “Nothing in all creation will be
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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ARE WE

CLEAN AS

PER JESUSS’ -
STANDARDS @ 1

Jency Joel
Mumbai

in a glass which is cleaned only outside. Will you drink what is being served, even if it is your fa-
vorite? Why? | know none of us would want to drink from a cup that is only washed on the outside
and is unclean on the inside.

| magine that you have been to your friend’s home and you saw them serving your favorite coffee

Luke 11:39- Then the Lord said to him, “You Pharisees are so careful to clean the outside of
the cup and the dish, but inside you are filthy—full of greed and wickedness!

These words were told by Jesus to Pharisees when they complained to him about not washing their
hands. For Pharisees, what happened outside or what was visible mattered and they would follow
every commandment and not fail to portray themselves as righteous in front of others. Apart from
this passage, we can see many other instances where Pharisees judge Jesus and his disciples. Did
the Pharisees ever think about how Jesus would look at them or how clean they would appear to
Jesus? They did everything perfectly, yet, they never impressed Jesus. As mentioned in 1 Samuel
16:7- For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks
on the heart. Are we believers like Pharisees, who only have their outside clean and filth inside?
We might have many claims to prove ourselves righteous. We might fast, pray three times a day,
obey God’s commandments, and be regular to church, etc. All of this can make us look like ideal
Christians in front of the world, but what matters the most to Jesus is how we are inside. In Luke
11: 40, Jesus makes it clear to the Pharisees that having a heart free of greed and filled with true
compassion makes one clean within. Our deeds are a reflection of what is stored inside our heart.
In Luke 6:45 it says, “The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and
the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth
speaks”. As believers, we need to seek help from the Holy Spirit to examine ourselves and ensure
that our hearts treasure good things. The scripture also mentions that we ought to bear fruit worthy
of repentance.

Just like how we would never drink from a cup that is not washed inside. Similarly, God will not
want to dwell in our hearts if it is not cleaned. As Paul exhorts to the Church in Corinth, let us purify
ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence
for God. Let our cleansing be both internal and external, to present ourselves as holy in the sight

of God.
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Constituent member of Union Church

WEEKLY PROGRAMME SCHEDULE

Venue: Union Church, Sharjah

WORSHIP SERVICE

Sunday 10.00 A.m.to 01:00 Pm Hall No. 1
Friday 08:15 Pm. To 10:00 Pm Hall No. 6

SCRIPTURE SCHOOL
(Beginners To Grade 12)

Saturday 05:30 Pm. To 07:30 Pm. Hall No. 6

YOUNG PEOPLE’S ENDEAVOUR
(Y.PE. Youth Meeting)

Third Thursday of Every Month 08:15 To 10:00 Pm. Hall No.6

LADIES MINISTRY (L.M.)
First Thursday of Every Month 08:15 Pm. To 10:00 Pm.

ENGLISH WORSHIP

Second Thursday 08:15 PM. to 10:00 PM. Hall No. 6

MINISTERIAL WORK & VISITS:

Every Monday

MONTHLY FASTING PRAYER

Last Friday, Saturday and Sunday of every month
Hall No. 6 & 1 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM. & 08:15 to 10:00 PM

For Further Details And Prayer Request
Please Contact:

Pr. Sabu P. Chandy : Mob: +971-52-4118287
Br. Binu N Joy : Mob: +971-56-1658696

Email: cogsharjah@gmail.com Website: www.cogsharjah.com
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Binu N. Joy
General Co-ordinator
Secretary — Church of God-Sharjah
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| IMPACT POWDER COATING C0.LLC

(Colours Created by Nature We Make the Best Use of it)

Tel: 971 6 534 2696 , Fax : 971 6 534 2476
, P.0.Box : 19895, Sharjah U.A.E
o, E-mail : impactpc@eim.ae

&

R\II’M}T METAL CONST. FACTORY LLG

. (Quality Technology for Glass, Aluminum & Metal Solutions)

"Tel: 971 6 535 0852, Fax : 971 6 535 1838
P.0.Box : 19148, Dubai U.A.E
P.0.Box : 19895, Sharjah U.A.E
E-mail : iInfo@impactmetalsuae.com

y

www.impactmetalsuae.com
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ifr LUMIERE MIDDLE EAST FZE
PRAGRANGE ASSOCIATION P. 0. Box: 7073, UAQ Free Trade Zone, Umm Al Quwain, United Arab Emirates
STANDARDS +971 6 767 4334 | info@lumiereworldwide.com | www.lumiereworldwide.com

Manufactures of Perfumes, Deodorants & Cosmetics



